Desert Sky
Observer

Volume 21 Issue 8

August 2001

WITELOPE VALLEY
ASTROMONMY CLUB, INC.

NEWSLETTER OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY ASTRONOMY CLUB, INC
P.O. BOX 4595, LANCASTER, CALIFORNIA 93539-4595

The Antelope Valley Astronomy Club s A California Non Profit Corporation
Visit The Antelope Valley Astronomy Club Web Site At www.avac.av.org
The A.V.A.C. IsA Sustaining Member Of The Astronomical League

Up-Coming Events

August 4: Full Moon at 5h 56m UT.

August 10: Monthly meeting, held at the SA.G.E.
Planetarium at the Cactus Shool in PAmdae. The
mesting locetion is at the northeast corner of Avenue
R and 20" Street East. Mesting starts a 7 p.m.
Please note that food and drink are not alowed in
the planetarium. Monthly A.V.A.C. mestings are
open to the public.

The August presentation will be an
astronomy question and answer sesson hosted by
Club members.

August 11: Star Party at Poppy Reserve. Located
15 miles west of Lancaster on Ave. |. The entrance
is to the right and 6:30 or 7:00 p.m. is set up time.
Contact Errol Van Horne.

August 12: Last Quarter Moon a 7h 53m UT.
August 18: Dark Sky Star Party and pot luck at
Steve Trotta s house. There is swimming too. Thisis
amembers only event.

August 19: New Moon a 2h 55m UT.

August 25: First Quarter Moon at 19h 55m UT.
September 14: Monthly Club meeting.

Anytime: Observe.

President’ s Report
Doug Drake, .

Thisis the best of time of the year. Do you
know why? We are looking forward to watching,
observing and sharing the heavenly sky above us.
And, the only requirement to outer space is our
imaginaion. We can ligen to someone describing
the magnificent wonder of the night sky, we can see
with our very own eyes, or we can look though
binoculars or telescope. Indeed, how lucky we are.

The magnificent Persaid meteor shower that
pesks August 12" (a Sunday) is sure to delight us
Just look in the NE direction of the night sky, close
to midnight and theresfter (Perseusis just below and
alittle left of Cassopela).

This is the time of the year we can dso see
our beautiful Milky Way arching over us as we are
viewing the very edge of our own galaxy. Thisisthe
opening curtan to the night sky. Take your
binoculars or telescope and spy out little fuzzy
objects dong, and just off, the Milky Way and
discover they are redly gas nebulas and cluster of
stars.

Continue reading, your Board Members
have some exciting news for you. | know, because
they are the best ever.
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Vice-President’ s Report
Terry Pedroza

The AVAC picnic was awonderful success!
We had approximately 35 members in attendance,
beautiful skies, and a great time. We had a réffle, a
glent auction, gorgeous wegther and superb viewing
conditions. Brian Peterson was kept busy at the grill,
as were Mait Leone and Matt Leone Jr., Thanks
guys for a great med. Tom Koonce and Doug
Drake helped with the raffle and the auction. | want
to thank al the members that brought food and
helped with set up, clean up and everything in
between. This was your picnic and it was YOUR
SUCCESS. | would like to give a specid
THANKS to Matt Leone for setting this event up.

Next month's dsar paty will be a the
Cdifornia Poppy Reserve for the Perseild Meteor
Shower. We were invited to be there by Ranger
Robert McKnight from Saddleback Butte and are
hoping for a great turnout. Please plan to attend.

Don't forget that ections are coming up in
October. If you might be interested in running for
office, see one of the board members for more info.

Augudt’ s presentation will be a question and
answer forum with a brief presentation on “Star
Party Etiquette”. Afterwards we will have Jeremy’s
wonderful sky tour.

Secretary’ s Report

Tom Koonce

Minutes of the Antelope Valley Astronomy Club
Regular Club Meeting July 13, 2001
Cal ToOrder:
Doug Drake, Presdent, cdled the meeting
to order a 7:00 pm. Doug welcomed visgitors and
our newest members.

Desert Sky Observer

Vice President’s Report:

Terry Pedroza, our V.P. discussed our
upcoming dSar paty cdendar, the new club
telescopes that the club library has for members to
check out. He aso had Matt Leone come forward
to talk about the Annua Club Ficnic, to be held this
year a Crystalaire Country Club.

As Messe Group Charman, Tery
informed the club that Matt Leone isthe first person
in the AVAC to have observed and documented all
of the Messier objects. In addition, Dave Allen, Bill
Ellison, and Steve Trotta have observed in excess of
the 70 Messer objects required by the Astronomical
League, and will receive thar Messier Pingl

New Business:

Debora Pedroza, who served as Chair of
the Club's firg annual Y.EAA. Essay Contest for
Antelope Valey youth, presented the winners with a
(very impressvel) persondized certificate from
Senator Pete Knight, a certificate from the AVAC, a
Club Jacket and a Club Hat with their firsg name
embroidered upon it. The sudents will dso receive
atour of JPL and of Griffith Observatory. Winners
were asfollows:

6" Grade

Andrew La Riva

Jonathan Diaz
7" Grade
Caroline Vellios
Kaleb Diaz
8" Grade
Virginia Scott
Irvin Scott

Doug Dreke thanked Debora, her entire
volunteer team, and Errol Van Horne as Chairman
of the Community Outreach Committee for the hard
work and numerous hours of persona time that they
put into making the contest a success.
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Break: 7:30 pm

Speaker: 7:45pm

Our guest speaker, Ted Ayers, spoke about
the upcoming SOFIA infrared Observatory,
missions that he had flown on its predecessor, and
the long-teem vadue of infrared astronomy to
cosmological science.  He answered numerous
questions a the end of his tak and everyone
enjoyed the presentation.

Jeremy  Amarant, SA.G.E. Panetarium
Director, gave a 10 minute “Star Tak” using the
planetarium to guide members through many
congdlations in the northern and mid-latitudes that
was well received. He spoke in particular about the
Solar Sysem’s largest agteroid, Ceres, and its path
through Sagittarius, as well as Comer LINEAR's
naked-eye vighility in Pegasus.

Close of M eseting:
The meeting was adjourned a 9:05 pm.

Minutes written and respectively submitted to the
Executive Board, July 20, 2001.

AL -Cor Report

Tom Koonce

As the Astronomical League Coordinator, |
am very proud to announce the name of the firg
person in the Antelope Valey Astronomy Club to
have completed the documented observation of al
of the deep-sky Messier objects! Matt Leone takes
the honor of medting dl of the Adstronomica
Leagué's criteriafor aMesser Pin to be awarded to
him in the near future  This is quite an
accomplishment!  Please join me in congratulating
Matt the next time you see him on a job well done!
(Next: The Cadwell Catalogue Matt?)

| have been informed by our esteemed
Messer Observing Group Chairman that recently
three additiond Club members have now met the
criteria of at least 70 Messer objects observed and
documented (dl of them **ggnificantly** over the

Desert Sky Observer
70 required!). Plessejoin mein congratulating Dave
Allen, Bill Ellison, and Steve Trotta on ther
completion of ther Messer Cetificates, to be
awarded after the Adronomicd League has
processed their log sheets.

In The News

Here are coordinates for Comet Linear,
C/2001 A2, for the month of August.

Date RA2000 Dec. Elong Mag Const.
ohUT h m °

Augl 20504 +2116 141 78 Vu
Aug6 20358 +2124 141 83 Vul
Augll 20247 +2111 141 87 Vu
Aug16 20164 +2045 140 9.1 Sge
Aug21 20103 +2010 138 95 Sge
Aug26 2006.1 +1931 136 99 Sge
Aug3l 20034 +1850 133 103 Sge

Humor
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A.V.A.C. Membership I nformation

Membership in the Antelope Vdley Astronomy
Club is open to any individud.

The Club has three categories of membership.
Family membership at $25.00 per year.
Individua membership a $20.00 per year.
Junior membership at $15.00 per year.

Membership entitles you to..
Desert Sky Observer—monthly newdetter.
The Reflector-the quarterly publication of
the Astronomical League.
The A.V.A.C. Membership Manual.
To borrow club telescopes, hinocuars,
camera, books and other items.

The Desart Sky Obsarver is avalable as a
separae publication to individuads a a cost of
$10.00 per year. Subscription to the Desert Sky
Observer does not entitle the subscriber to
membership in the Antelope Valey Astronomy Club
and its associated privileges.



A.V.A.C. Board Members

President: Doug Drake (661) 266-2202 -
ddrake@hughes.net

Vice-President: Terry Pedroza (661) 949-6975 -
thunder.struck@verizon.net

Secretary: Tom Koonce (661) 943-8200 -
takoonce@aol.com

Treasurer: Steve Trotta (661) 269-5428 -
sstcomp@qnet.com

Member At Large Errol Van Horne (661) 943-8454 -
€jvan@hughes.net

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Errol Van Horne (661) 943 8454 - ejvan@hughes.net
NEWS_ETTER COMMITTEE

Frederick N. Ley (661) 727-1060 - fnley @gnet.com
Steve Trotta (661) 269-5428 - sstcomp@qnet.com
WEBSTE COMMITTEE

John Eakin (661) 946-0444 john.eakin@warnerbros.com
Mike Davis (661)273-3229 micheal .e.davis@jpl.nasa.gov
CLUB LIBRARIAN

Terry Pedroza (661) 949-6975 - thunder.struck @verizon.net
ASTRONOMICAL LEAGUE

Tom Koonce (661) 943-8200 - takoonce@aol .com

Qur_Sponsors

Al'sVacuum and Sewing: 904 West L ancaster
Blvd. They can be reached at (661) 948-1521. Stop
by and say hi to Matthew and Suzanne.

DarkroomsPlus: 20 St. W. near Pep Boysin
Lancaster. They can be reached at (661) 945-1444.
Darkrooms Plus offers all club membersa 10%
discount on all purchases. Stop by and say hi to
Dean or Hank.

King Phaoto: 749 W. Lancaster Blvd. They can be
reached at (661) 948-8441. As atelescope dedler,
they always support the AVAC. Stop by and say
hi to Stokely or Paul.

ONET: 1529 E. PAmdale Blvd., Suite 200. They
can bereached at (661) 538-2028. As an Internet
provider, they are kind enough to provide us with
afree website.

Viga Galf: 43517 N. 13th Street West, Lancaster.
They can be reached at (661) 945-7003. Thanks
for your generous support.

B JAY ntelope V aley Astronomy CI ub, Inc.

P.O. Box 4595
Lancaster, CA 93539-4595

e-malil:info@avac.av.org
website: www.avac.ac.org

Monthly Meeting: August 10.
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This chart is drawn for latitude 40° north, but
should be useful to stargazers throughout the
continental United States. I represents the sky at
the following local daylight times:

Late July 11 p.m.
Early August 10 p.m.
Late August gom.

This map is applicabie one hour either side of the
above times. More detailed charts appear
monthly in the magazines Astronomy

and Sky &Telescope.

——

The planet Mars is plotted at map time, mid-August 2001. Seven objects of
first magnitude or brighter are visible. In order of brightnass they are: Mars,
Arcturus, Vega, Altair, Antares, Spica, and Deneb. In addition to stars, other
objects that should be visible to the unaided eye are labelad on the map. The
double star {Dbl} at the bend of the handle of the Big Dipperis easily detected.
The double star in Scorpius is somewhat harder. Much more difficult is the
double star near Vega in Lyra. The open or galactic star cluster {OCI} known
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August Evening Skies

© 2001 Abrams Planetarium

Subscription: $10.00 per year, from Sky Calendar,
Abrams Planetarium, Michigan State University,
East Lansing, Ml 48824-1324.
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as Coma Berenices, “The Hair of Berenice,” is located betweaen the horizon
and Bootes. A more compact open cluster is located between Sagittarius and
the "tail" of Scorpius. Nearby, marked {Nb) above the "spout” of the "“teapot,”
is the L.agoon Nebula, a cloud of gas and dust out of which stars are forming.
The position of an extemnal star system, called the Andromeda Gataxy, is also
indicated (Glx). Try to chserve these objects with unaided eye and binoculars.

—D. David Batch



